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UEFA

Route de Geneve 46
CH-1260 Nyon
Switzerland

18 July 2024
Dear Sir/Madam,
We write in respect of a matter of the utmost seriousness.

As you will be aware, the final of the UEFA European Football Championships (“UEFA Euro
2024”) was recently played in the Olympiastadion in Berlin, Germany. The match, which was
played between Spain and England on 14 July 2024, and won by Spain (2-1), was the highlight
and pinnacle of a hugely successful competition, which, although competitively fought, has
shown European football at its best to millions of spectators around the world.

Against that backdrop, it is a matter of deep regret that we write to make a formal complaint in
respect of the conduct of certain players on the Spanish team in the wake of their victory in the
Euros 2024 final, which has been brought to the Gibraltar FA’s attention, namely, that, on
Monday 15 July 2024, during celebrations in the Plaza de Cibeles in Madrid, at least two
members of the Spanish team began a chant of “Gibraltar es espariol” (“Gibraltar is Spanish”).
The chant was led by two players: Rodrigo Hernandez Cascante (or Rodri, as he is
professionally known) and Alvaro Morata. Both are experienced footballers, with lengthy club
and international careers. The former, who plays as a midfielder for Manchester City in
England, was named Player of the Tournament for the Euros 2024. The latter is presently the
captain of the Spanish team, who, paradoxically wore the UEFA armband bearing the word
RESPECT throughout the tournament.

The chants were made on the main stage in the Plaza de Cibeles, in front of a massive crowd
of thousands of spectators, including children, who had come to celebrate with the team in the
Spanish capital. They began after Rodri grabbed a microphone, and began the chant,
encouraging the crowd and other players (including Morata) to join in. As the video of the
incident accompanying this letter records, when Morata reminded Rodri that he played
domestic football for an English side, the latter replied: “I don’t care”. The video has been
widely circulated by the global media, including in Gibraltar, where it has been met with anger,
dismay and disappointment.

In that respect, the conduct in question is deeply offensive to Gibraltarians, who have
repeatedly exercised their democratic rights to remain a British Overseas Territory. While
Gibraltar has a border with Spain, and values its close cooperative relationship with Spain and
the Spanish people, it is and remains a British Overseas Territory. The conduct is also deeply
offensive to the Gibraltar FA since it implies we should not exist as an independent national
member association of UEFA.
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In such circumstances, the conduct of the players was not only offensive, but also highly
inflammatory. During a period of what should have been celebrations, the players have —
unnecessarily and entirely gratuitously — brought politics into sport, seemingly for no reason
other than to cause offence to the people of Gibraltar.

The Gibraltar FA has also, since then, received emails and phone calls of a harassing nature
repeating the chant. The incitement has also been felt by Gibraltarians enjoying a summer fair
across the border in the Spanish town of La Linea where they have been harassed, intimidated
and aggressed to a chorus of the same chants some having to flee back to the safety of the
border controls.

The players’ conduct was also unlawful, where it is in breach of UEFA’s Disciplinary
Regulations. In particular:

1. Article 11.1, entitled “General principles of conduct”, provides that “all entities and
persons subject to these regulations must respect the Laws of the Game, as well as UEFA's
Statutes, regulations, directives and decisions, and comply with the principles of ethical
conduct, loyalty, integrity and sportsmanship” (emphasis added).

2. Article 11.2, in turn, provides examples of conduct that will constitute a breach of those
principles. It expressly includes conduct that is “insulting or otherwise violates basic rules
of decent conduct” (Article 11.2b), the use of “sporting events for manifestations of a non-
sporting nature” (Article 11.2c¢), and conduct that “brings the sport of football, and UEFA
in particular, into disrepute” (Article 11.2d).

3. Article 14.1, under the heading “Racism and other discriminatory conduct”, states as
follows: “Any entity or person subject to these regulations who insults the human dignity
of a person or group of persons on whatever grounds, including skin colour, race, religion,

ethnic origin, gender or sexual orientation, incurs a suspension lasting at least ten matches
or a specified period of time, or any other appropriate sanction” (emphasis added).

The UEFA Disciplinary Regulations apply to every match and competition organised by UEFA
(Article 2(3)) and to any serious violation of UEFA’s statutory objectives (Article 2(4)). They
also apply to the conduct of members of a national team during official, nationally organised
celebrations following a victory in a UEFA competition of the kind giving rise to the issues in
the present case.

It is, respectfully, clear that the conduct of both Rodri and Morata is in clear breach of the
regulations outlined above. In each case, the player’s conduct is not only not in the spirit of
sportsmanship, indecent and insulting, but is actively discriminatory on political grounds
and/or the grounds of national or ethnic origins. The conduct appears to us to be a clear breach
of Article 11, where both players have used a sporting event for non-sporting (highly political)
purposes, as well as the clear prohibition on discrimination contained in Article 12. It, quite
obviously, brings the game of football into disrepute.

UEFA’s objectives are clearly stated in its Statutes (Article 2). They include the promotion of
football in Europe “in a spirit of peace, understanding and fair play, without any discrimination
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on account of politics, gender, religion, race or any other reason”. In such circumstances, we
respectfully ask UEFA to take action in this matter and the Gibraltar FA invites UEFA to bring
a formal complaint against both players.

The Gibraltar FA is extremely disappointed by the conduct in question. As its statement of 16
July 2024 records, the chants used were not only unprovoked, but also extremely provocative
and insulting in their nature.

There is clearly no place in football for behaviour of this nature. We trust that UEFA will take
swift and effective action commensurate with the seriousness of the conduct in question.

Yours faithfully,

S
—a

Michael Llamas CMG KC Ivan Robba
President General Secretary

cc Mr Theodore Theodoridis
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